
Richard Boon & G
eoff N

ichols

Drought Tolerant: YES

The flowers of this small tree have 
a lovely fragrance and will attract 
butterflies. It has medicinal uses and is 
poisonous.

Acokanthera oblongifolia
Dune Poison-bush
uBuhlungubenyoka
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Drought Tolerant: YES 
Preferred Zone: KLOOF-SCARP+INLAND

A pretty forest tree that is ideal for 
small gardens.  It produces lovely 
sweet-scented white flowers, which 
attract bees.  The wood is used for 
making traditional fighting sticks.

Baphia racemosa
Violet Pea
iSifithi
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Drought Tolerant: YES
Preferred Zone: COASTAL BELT-INLAND

A good shrub for a hedge or natural 
screen, and the flowers attract pollinators. 
The wood is used for hut building and to 
make handles for implements.

Brachylaena discolor
Coast Silver Oak
uMphahla
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Richard Boon

Drought Tolerant: YES
Preferred Zone: COASTAL BELT-INLAND

A pretty small tree with fragrant leaves. 
It attracts butterflies. The wood is used 
for posts and fuel. Medicinal.

Buddleja saligna
False Olive
iGqeba-elimhlophe
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Drought Tolerant: NO 
Preferred Zone: COASTAL BELT-INLAND

A hardy evergreen shrub. This is a superb 
decorative plant, with stunning tubular, 
red flowers that will attract sunbirds. 
Medicinal.

Burchellia bubalina
Wild Pomegranate
iSigolwane
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Drought Tolerant: NO 
Preferred Zone: DUNES-KLOOF

A decorative shrub with beautiful 
white flowers and delicious red fruit. 
It makes a good wind resistant thorny 
hedge and will attract birds and 
butterflies.

Carrisa macrocarpa
Num-Num
uMthungulu

SHRUB

Pla
nt Type

Flower

WHITE

ALL YEAR

SUN

Re
d D

ata Status

LEAST 
CONCERN

Wa
ter Needs

MODERATE

Attracts

BUTTERFLIES
/BIRDS

G
eoff N

ichols & Richard Boon

A small, fast growing tree with 
showy leaves. Male trees produce 
small cream flowers and female trees 
have larger cream flowers. Used to 
make fighting sticks. Medicinal.

Cavacoa aurea
Natal Hickory
uMbhuku
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A scrambling shrub that can be 
added to a hedge.  Attractive to birds 
and butterflies and a host plant to 
the Striped Policeman butterfly.  The 
roasted nut is edible.

Combretum bracteosum
Hiccup Nut
uQotho
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Drought Tolerant: NO 

Easy to grow small tree. The flowers 
attract many butterflies and other 
insects. It is a host plant for butterfly 
larvae, and the edible fruit is irresistible 
to birds. Medicinal.

Deinbollia oblongifolia
Dune Soap-berry
iQinisamasimu
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Drought Tolerant: NO 
Preferred Zone: COASTAL BELT-INLAND

Easy to grow, graceful small tree, the 
pink flowers that are borne in showy 
dainty spikes during summer. The sweet 
nectar attracts insects.

Indigofera jucunda
River Indigo
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Drought Tolerant: YES
Preferred Zone: COASTAL BELT-INLAND

This easy to grow small tree has quilted 
dark green leaves. The tubular red 
flowers, produced on the upper side of 
branches, attracts sunbirds.

Metarungia pubinervia
Red Sunbird 
Bush
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Drought Tolerant: NO 
Preferred Zone: DUNES- ABOVE SCARP

A handsome small forest tree with large, 
quilted green leaves. The upright white 
flowers, which are borne in showy clusters, 
are fragrant at night, and are pollinated by 
moths.

Oxyanthus pyriformis
Hatpins Loquat
iSibanda-esingakhali-amasi
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Drought Tolerant: YES 

Widely used as an easy to grow hedge 
plant, with flowers that are either white 
or shades of mauve. It attracts butterflies. 
The flowers are edible. Medicinal.

Plumbago auriculata
Plumbago 
uMabopha
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A hardy and easy to grow shrub for 
sunny areas. It has pretty foliage, and the 
beautiful flowers attract pollinators such 
as carpenter bees as well as insect-eating 
birds. It has medicinal uses.

Drought Tolerant: YES 
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Polygala myrtifolia
September Bush
uChwasha
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Richard Boon

Drought Tolerant: NO 

An easy-to-grow decorative shrub 
that produces graceful, purple flower 
spikes. It will attract many pollinators. 
Medicinal.

Polygala virgata
Purple Broom
iThethe
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Drought Tolerant: NO 

A decorative evergreen shrub that 
does well in shade and semi-shade, and 
also as an indoor potplant. The flowers 
attract insect pollinators. Medicinal.

Psychotria capensis
Black Bird-berry
iZele
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Drought Tolerant: YES 

This small perennial has showy pink, 
purple-blue or white flowers. It makes a 
very good ground cover and will attract 
butterflies and other pollinators.

Ruellia cordata
Veld Violet
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Drought Tolerant: NO 
Preferred Zone: COASTAL BELT-ABOVE SCARP

A pretty, easy-to-grow, small shrub that 
is perfect for sunny areas. It has delicate 
leaves and beautiful yellow flowers that 
will attract many pollinators.

Senecio oxyodontus
Feathery Senecio
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Drought Tolerant: NO 
Preferred Zone: COASTAL BELT-ABOVE SCARP

A decorative, tropical looking 
plant, that makes a good screen or 
windbreak. The flowers and fruit attract 
birds. Roots can interfere with walls.

Strelitzia nicolai
Dune Strelitzia
iSigude
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Drought Tolerant: NO 

A scrambling, ornamental shrub which 
makes a good hedge. It will attract birds 
and is used for medicinal purposes.

Tecomaria capensis
Cape Honeysuckle
iNcwincwi
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Drought Tolerant: YES 
Preferred Zone: SCARP-INLAND

Pretty shrub that attracts birds and 
insects. It has insecticide value, and root 
infusions are used for chest complaints.

Tephrosia grandiflora
Pink Bush Pea
iHlozane
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Drought Tolerant: YES 
Preferred Zone: DUNES-COASTAL

Decorative plant that attracts birds, 
butterflies, and other pollinators. Medicinal 
tea can be made from the leaves.

Tetradenia riparia
iBoza/Ginger Bush
iBoza
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Lovely decorative plant with attractive, 
heart-shaped leaves and pale blue to 
mauve flowers that attracts butterflies. 
It has various medicinal uses.

Thunbergia natalensis
Dwarf Thunbergia
uNohlonishwayo
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Drought Tolerant: NO 

This ornamental shrub produces glossy 
dark green foliage, and showy white flowers, 
which attract moths.  A very good potplant. 
Used for medicinal purposes. Poisonous.

Turraea obtusifolia
Small Honeysuckle 
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